
Erasmus Mundus Programme

CONSORTIUM CONTRACT

This contract is made and entered into by and between:

University of Joensuu

whose registered office is at P.O. Box 111, FI-80101 Joensuu, Finland

represented by Prof. Perttu Vartiainen, Rector, hereinafter referred to as “Contractor”

and

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

whose registered office is at Arrheniusplan 2C, Box 7070, 750 07 Uppsala, Sweden

represented by Torbjörn Fagerström, Prorector, hereinafter referred to as “Partner”




and

University of Lleida

whose registered office is Plaza de Victor Siurana 1, E-25003 Lleida, Spain 
represented by Prof. Joan Viñas i Salas, Rector, hereinafter referred to as “Partner”

and

Wageningen University

whose registered office is at P.O. Box 9101, 6700 HB, Wageningen, The Netherlands

represented by Prof.Dr. Martin Kropff, Rector Magnificus, hereinafter referred to as “Partner”

and

University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna
whose registered office is at Gregor Mendel Strasse 33, A – 1180 Vienna, Austria

represented by o.Univ.Prof.Dipl.-Fw.Dr. Hubert Dürrstein, Rector, hereinafter referred to as “Partner”

and

Albert-Ludwigs-University Freiburg

whose registered office is at Fahnenbergplatz, D-79085 Freiburg, Germany

represented by Klaus Düformantel, hereinafter referred to as “Partner”
(hereinafter referred collectively to as “Parties”)
Whereas, within the framework of Erasmus Mundus Programme, the Contractor, The University of Joensuu as a coordinator of MSc EF Erasmus Mundus, has concluded on 8 November 2004 a Framework Partnership Agreement number 2004-0010/001 FRAME MUNB123 (hereinafter referred to as “CEC Agreement”) with the Commission of the European Communities (hereinafter referred to as “Commission”). The CEC Agreement and its annexes shall form an integral part of the present Contract. The partners of the MSc European Forestry are hereinafter referred to as Consortium.
The Contractor is bound by the terms and conditions of the CEC Agreement. Each Partner shall be bound by the terms and conditions of the CEC Agreement in applicable parts. The Partners shall not act in any way that could risk the fulfillment of the Contractor’s duties under the CEC Agreement. Each Partner shall be bound in applicable parts by the terms and conditions of any further amendments to the CEC Agreement. 
A separate Cooperation Agreement will be made between the Contractor and Interuniversity Consortium for Agricultural and Related Sciences in Europe – ICA (hereinafter referred to as “ICA”) concerning cooperation relating to the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme. The Partners to the present Contract agree that the Contractor is empowered to conclude the Cooperation Agreement with ICA also on their behalf.

The Contractor and all the Partners are members of ICA. The Parties have agreed to define their rights and obligations with respect to carrying out specific tasks relating to the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme. Therefore, the following is hereby agreed between the Parties.

Article 1. - The Objective of the present Contract
On the basis of the present Contract the Parties shall together contribute to the achievement of the requirements of the CEC Contract in accordance with the terms and conditions as stated in the present Contract.

Article 2. – The Period of validity

The present Contract shall come into force on the day when it has been signed by both the Contractor and each Partner respectively but shall have retroactive effect from 8 November 2004. This Contract shall be valid until 31 December 2010. This Contract can be renewed by following the procedure set out in Article 9 of the present Contract.
Article 3. - The Obligations of the Contractor and the Partners

The Parties shall perform and complete their share of the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme activities under the present Contract in accordance with the requirements set out in the CEC Agreement and its annexes. Each Partner shall carry out the work in such a way that no act or omission in relation thereto shall constitute, cause, or contribute to any breach or non-compliance by the Contractor or by other Partner of any of their respective obligations under the CEC Contract.

The Parties shall together ensure that each student who has been accepted to the MSc EF Master’s Programme and who has succesfully completed their studies under this programme shall be awarded a double diploma.

The parties assemble in a Consortium Committee meeting. The Consortium Committee shall consist of one representative of each Party. Each representative shall have one vote. The Consortium committee shall decide the main issues concerning the implementation of the MSc European Forestry Programme. In addition, the Consortium Committee meeting shall be convened in urgent situations or to decide upon the major issues in the consortium such as the default of a partner, the termination of the contract or the exclusion of a partner.

Article 4. - Allocation of Funds

ICA shall receive Consortium Fee payments from each student participating in the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme. The Consortium Fee is fixed at EUR 800 per month and it shall be charged only for the months when the student is entitled to receive a grant payment within the Erasmus Mundus Programme.

Parties that have a tuition fee to be collected from students commit themselves to charge the tuition fee from Consortium Fee funds. The purpose is that no student shall pay more in total per month than the amount the Consortium Fee. The Contractor shall constitute and implement an adequate procedure for the collecting of the Consortium Fee from each student. ICA is responsible for an adequate administration of the Consortium Fee funds. The Parties to the present Contract own the Consortium Fee funds and ICA is only administering the said funds.
The following costs are eligible costs to be compensated from the Consortium Fee funds:

· The costs for coordination and administration of the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme.

· The costs for special courses and study/field trips within the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme.

· The cost for tutoring and mentoring of students participating in the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme.

· The costs and expenses for travelling and accommodation related to the execution of the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme activities.

· The costs and expenses for evaluation and quality assurance related to the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme

· The costs and expenses for marketing and promoting the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme.

The Parties to this Contract shall agree upon the allocation of the Consortium Fee funds each year in an annual budget. All the Parties in writing must accept the budget and possible changes to it. The possible tuition fees shall be taken into account in the annual budget. The annual budget will be drafted and approved each year within sixty (60) days after the reception of the Commission annual grant for Action 1, Action 2 and Action 3. 

ICA shall be entitled to a total compensation of 3.000 € per year (incl. VAT) for all the services it provides under the separate Cooperation Agreement.

All costs have to be approved by the Contractor prior to their compensation from the Consortium Fee funds provided that the Party seeking for compensation has followed the terms set out in Article 5 of the present Contract concerning record keeping. The Contractor shall verify the documents related to costs prior to their compensation from the Consortium Fee funds. The Contractor is entitled to receive compensation according to the same principles as the Partners. ICA shall pay out the compensation to the Parties only after the Contractor has approved the costs.

For the avoidance of doubt, it is expressly stated that the total compensation to the Parties to the present Contract is limited in all cases to the total amount of the Consortium Fee funds.

Article 5. - Record Keeping and Reporting

The Parties to the present Contract shall keep a record of any expenditure incurred under the execution of Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme and all proofs and related documents for five years after the end of the period covered by the present Contract.

All invoices to the Contractor must be dated and certified as true and exact by the Financial Officer of the Partner. The Contractor may reject any item of expenditure which cannot be justified in accordance with the rules set out in the present Article and Article 4 of the present Contract.

Each Partner agrees to supply to the Contractor all the information that the latter finds necessary to ask for concerning the implementation of the present Contract.

Each Partner shall promptly inform the Contractor of any delay in the performance of the activities undertaken by the Partner under the present Contract.

Upon request of the Contractor each Partner shall make available any documentation on Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme finance and activities.

Article 6. - Schedule of Payment

The Contactor has twenty (20) days after the reception of each Declaration of Expenses to approve or reject the claim for compensation. This decision must be based on the rules concerning eligible costs and the framework set out in the annual budget. The payment to the Parties shall be made by ICA within twenty (20) days after the reception of written approval by the Contractor. Declarations of Expenditure shall be made in euro.

Article 7. - Termination

In the event that a Partner fails to perform any obligations under the present Contract or the CEC Contract and does not remedy such failure within 30 days after having received a notice in writing from the General Assembly specifying the failure and requiring such remedy, then without prejudice to any other rights or remedies, the other Parties shall be entitled to terminate the present Contract forthwith in relation to the Partner in question, without the application of any juridical procedures, by notice in writing to the Partner in question.

The General Assembly shall have the right to terminate the present Contract if a change in the bye-laws or composition of a Partner affects the conditions for executing the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme activities.

The Contractor shall have the right to terminate the present Contract if a Partner has made false declarations to the Contractor on work carried out or on expenditure. If the present Contract is so terminated, the Contractor may require the Partner in question to reimburse the payments based on false declarations, made under this Contract.

For the avoidance of doubt, it is expressly stated that if the present Contract is terminated between the Contractor and one of the Partner, the present Contract shall still remain in force between the other Parties. 
Article 8. - Liability

Each Partner shall be solely liable for any loss, destruction, damage, death or injury to the persons or property of the Partner in question or of the Partner’s employees or of third parties resulting directly or indirectly from performance of the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme activities by the Partner in question under the present Contract. Each Partner shall be solely liable towards the Commission for any breach or non-compliance as described in Article 3 of the present Contract. If the Contractor has to pay any damages or punition to the Commission for such breach or non-compliance by a Partner, the Contractor shall be entitled to full reimbursement from the said Partner.

The Contractor shall not be required to provide insurance cover to persons participating in activities undertaken by each Partner under the present Contract.

Article 9. - Modification of the Contract

Changes or amendments to the present Contract shall be approved by all the Parties to the Contract and become effective when signed by authorised representatives of all the Parties.

Article 10. - Settlement of Disputes and Applicable Law

If there is a dispute or difference between the Parties arising out of or in connection with the present Contract or out of activities undertaken under the present Contract, including disputes regarding quality, the Parties shall first endeavour to settle it amicably.

Any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or relating to the present Contract, or the breach, termination or validity thereof, provided that it cannot be settled amicably, shall be settled by the District Court of Joensuu

This Contract is governed by the laws of Finland.

Article 11. - The Annexes
A. Guidelines for cooperation in the Erasmus Mundus MSc European Forestry Programme 
B. Annual budget
C. Structure of studies
This contract has been signed as six copies by the legal representatives of the partner universities, one original for each partner.
Signatures:
Perttu Vartiainen




Torbjörn Fagerström
Joan Viñas i Salas




Martin Kropff
Hubert Dürrstein




Klaus Düformantel
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