
University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna 
Department of Integrative Biology and Biodiversity Research 

Universität für Bodenkultur Wien 
Department für Integrative Biologie 
und Biodiversitätsforschung 

Public Lecture 

„The Raccoon: A Natural History and 
An Unnatural Future“ 

Prof. Sam Zeveloff, Weber State University, Utah 
Fulbright Professor at the BOKU 

The common raccoon (Procyon lotor) is one of the most 
successful mammals in North America. Its distribution has 
substantially increased in the past few decades, and it thrives in 
human-dominated landscapes. Concomitantly, it has expanded 
its range as a non-native species in Europe, and is becoming 
numerous in Austria. In this presentation, Prof. Zeveloff reviews 
the raccoon's natural history, and the challenges it poses for 
wildlife management and society. 
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