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Are you looking for a book on a certain topic?  
 

 

 

For example on 

green roofs? 
 

  
 
 

In this tutorial we will introduce you to two search methods:  
A keyword (subject heading) search and a classification search.  
 

As both methods may lead to quite different (amounts of) results, for 
a possibly complete search it is advisable to apply both methods. 

Photo credits: Friskstyle (http://www.friskstyle.com/green-roofs-in-norway/), CC BY-SA 3.0 

http://www.friskstyle.com/green-roofs-in-norway/
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However, before you get started with your actual 

topic-related search, you should first develop 

possible search terms.  
 

Here are a few tips on that: 

 Divide your topic into its subtopics. 

 Search for synonyms to rephrase your original terms, as well as 

for broader and narrower terms of the same topic area. 

 Use encyclopaedias, specialised dictionaries and thesauruses.  

 Not quite satisfied yet? Be open for further inspiration during the 

actual literature research process.  

 

Done?  

 Then let’s get started! 
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Method 1: Search by keywords (subject headings)  
  

Keywords or subject headings are terms that capture the contents of a work. They may, but do 

not have to appear in the title. They are made up of controlled (i.e. standardised) technical 

vocabulary that does not have to conform to natural language. No matter what language a work 

may be published in, keywords are always assigned in German in our online-catalogue. 

 
Here is an example from our online-catalogue:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The title of the book is “Green roof ecosystems”. 

The subject headings are “Dachbegrünung” (roof greening), 

“Ökosystem” (ecosystem), “Landschaftsökologie” (landscape 

ecology), “Stadtökologie” (city ecology) and “Aufsatzsammlung” 

(collection of papers). 
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For a subject heading search, please open the  

 on the library homepage.   online-catalogue
 

  

http://aleph22-prod-uni.obvsg.at/F?func=find-b-0&CON_LNG=eng&local_base=bok01
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Enter one or more search terms.  
Tip: Start as broad as possible, and then step by step approach your actual, narrower topic. Ideally, 

you use German search terms in our online-catalogue. If you nevertheless want to use English terms, 

either search in “all fields” or in the field “word(s) from title”. 
 

 

 

  
In this section, you may immediately limit your number of results by selecting a language, a year of 

publication, a location (i.e. a certain library) etc. We recommend reducing your number of results only 

later on in the search process, in order to start your search with the largest possible amount. 

Tip: If you retrieve too many results 

via “all fields”, try searching in the field 

“word(s) from title / subjects” or in the 

field “subject headings” instead. 
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A search with more than one result automatically 

retrieves a list of results that is by default sorted alpha-

betically by surname of the first-mentioned authors.  

Re-sort by title (A-Z) Re-sort by year (most current on top) 

Number of results 

Reduction of results 

Click here to find out, where 

copies of the book are located. 

 

 

Click here for more details 

in the full record view. 
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How can you reduce the number of results? 
 

There are two options for this:  

1. Modify                           2.  Filter 

2.  
Add another                     Select formal limits               

search criterion 

 

 
  

  

Document type 

Language 

Year of publication 

Electronic full texts 

Country of 

publication 
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For more detailed information on an item, switch to 

the full record view.  

Click here to find out via the holdings statement, 

where copies of the book are located. 
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Find out via the holdings statement, where copies 

of the book are located. 

__ 
There is a loanable copy in the reading room of 

the main library in shelf number 62.68; its  

call number (consecutive number) is II-127657.     

Both numbers should be noted down, in order to 

be able to find the book as quickly as possible.  
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Theses 
 

Seats 
 

Laptop-free 
area 

Seats 

Seats 

NATURAL 

SCIENCES 

SOCIAL SCIENCES,  

LAW, ECONOMICS 

LIFE 

SCIENCES 

LANDSCAPE PLANNING, 
ENVIRONMENT AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY 

HUNTING, FISHING 

TECHNICAL 
SCIENCES 

In the reading room of our main library, go downstairs 

to shelf number 62.68, fetch the book and bring it to 

the circulation desk upstairs to borrow it.  
 

 

  

 

40 - 46 
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Method 2: The classification search 
  

A classification is a system by which library materials are arranged according to their subject. 

That allows for related books to be grouped/shelved together (see also floor plan on page ). 10
 

Let’s have one more look at our example from page 3:  

  

Due to its topic, the book has been assigned to classification 

group 62.68, a group that deals with greening in general. 
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For a classification search, once again open the  

 on the library homepage.  online-catalogue

The classification may be found in the menu bar.  

As of now, the interface is only available in German. 
 

 

http://aleph22-prod-uni.obvsg.at/F?func=find-b-0&CON_LNG=eng&local_base=bok01
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There are several search options.     

…

  

Option 1: The alphabetical index. 

Browse  for terms and look up 

their classification groups. 

 

Option 2: Enter a search 

term in the search field. 

 

 

Option 3: Browse the subjects. 

Step by step proceed from the 

(broad) subject area to your 

(narrower) topic area. 

 

Subject area 
Topic area (= shelf) 

Topic area in more detail 

Subject area 
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The classification is linked to the online-catalogue. 

  
By clicking on this link, you will receive a 

results list back in our online-catalogue 

with material on the selected topic area. 

 

 

As described above, the results list may be 

re-sorted and adapted according to your 

personal preferences (e.g. through filtering 

and modifying); see also pp. 6 .   ff

Topic area in more detail 

Related classification groups 

Contents of this 

classification group 
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All the best for your     

literature research!    

 

 

 For help with any enquiry,  

     please do not hesitate to contact  

        our Information Desk in the foyer. 

 

 If you want to learn more about literature  

research, register for one of our . courses
 

  This tutorial was created by the library of the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, and is licensed under a .   CC-BY-NC-ND-4.0-license

http://www.boku.ac.at/en/bib/schulungen-und-kursangebot/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

