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SUSTAINABLE CROP PRODUCTION RESEARCH FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PURPOSE
1.
The Sustainable Crop Production Research for International Development 
programme is a joint multi-national initiative of the UK’s Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) and Department for International Development (DFID), together with (through a grant awarded to BBSRC) the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) in the USA, the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) of India’s Ministry of Science and Technology, and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).  The purpose of the programme is to support high-quality basic and strategic biological and biotechnological research to improve the production of major food crops in developing countries.

2.
The aims of the programme are:
(i) 
to enhance the livelihoods of poor people in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia by generating underpinning knowledge that will contribute to improving the sustainability of food crop production, particularly by small-holder farmers, and thereby reduce hunger and poverty and increase food security;

and:

(ii) 
to forge mutually-beneficial partnerships between researchers in the UK and developing countries that create trans-national added value through meaningful intellectual collaboration, and enhance the scientific capabilities of southern partners for the longer term.
3.
There are two components to this call for proposals:

(i)
Standard Research Grants (SRGs) led by a Principal Investigator (PI) from any eligible institution.
(ii)
Projects for Emerging Agricultural Research Leaders (PEARLs), under which a small number of grants (probably between five and ten) will be awarded specifically for projects of four years’ duration where the lead PI (a “PEARL Fellow”) is an early-to-mid career scientist from a developing country of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia.  Unlike SRGs, PEARLs will include funding to cover the full-time salary costs of the lead PI for the duration of the project.  Applications from women would be particularly welcomed.
Details of requirements for both SRGs and PEARLs are set out in paragraphs 5 to 12 below; additional requirements for PEARLs are specified in paragraphs 33 to 36.

Applicants should indicate clearly on the cover sheet of their outline proposal (see paragraph 28(i) below) whether it is an application for a SRG or a PEARL award.
4.
This new programme builds on and, with others, extends an ongoing collaboration between BBSRC and DFID, through which two successful joint initiatives based on partnerships between researchers in the UK and developing countries have been previously funded:  Sustainable Agriculture Research for International Development (www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/2007/sustainable-agriculture.aspx) and Combating Infectious Diseases of Livestock for International Development (www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/2008/combating-infectious-diseases-livestock.aspx).
SCOPE

5.
The focus of the new programme is on research to understand and counter the effects of abiotic (drought, temperature, salinity, nutrient deficiency etc) and biotic stresses (pathogens, pests, weeds) - including combinations of stresses - that constrain food crop production in developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.  Emphasis will be placed on the following staple crops:  cassava, maize, rice, sorghum and wheat.  Proposals will also be considered for work on other food crops that are grown widely, and where the proposed research has the potential to make a widespread contribution to the alleviation of hunger and poverty.  A proportion of the available funding (probably up to 15%) will be allocated for work on other important crops, besides the five named staples, but support is unlikely to be provided for research on “niche” crops with the potential to enhance the livelihoods of only small groups of people.  Proposals may address stresses that currently limit crop production and/or those that are expected to be exacerbated in future by climate or other environmental change.
6.
As well as being of excellent scientific quality, research supported through this programme must demonstrate clear development relevance, with the potential to make a meaningful impact by alleviating constraints on crop production and improving food security in the near to medium term.  The scale and extent of the impacts of the stresses to be studied, and the potential of the research to counter those impacts, will be an important criterion in the assessment of proposals.  Funded projects will normally be expected to deliver outcomes that are likely to make a practical impact - either directly, or through further, more applied research - within five to ten years.
7.
Research supported under this programme will be more strategically focused than much of the “blue skies” or curiosity-driven science funded through BBSRC’s responsive-mode committees.  At the same time, it will be closer to the basic end of the research spectrum than that supported by DFID’s Research Into Use Programme (www.researchintouse.com).  However, the emphasis of the programme is on underpinning science, with relevance for development in the near to medium term, and applied research for immediate practical application is unlikely to be supported.
8.
Proposals submitted to the programme must focus primarily on biological or biotechnological research with clear and direct development relevance.  However, applications must also set out the economic, social (including gender) and environmental context of the proposed biological research in order to demonstrate its relevance and potential impact.  Relevant elements of economic or social science research may also be integrated within the proposed project where this would help to enhance the potential practical impact of the outcomes of the biological research in terms of poverty alleviation.  The inclusion of such additional elements is encouraged, although not essential but, whether or not they are included, all applications must demonstrate the development context of the proposed biological research.

9.
Projects are also required to provide the basis for forging mutually-beneficial scientific partnerships between the UK and developing countries.  Proposals must demonstrate the added value that would be created by the partnership, and the contribution it would make to enhancing the scientific capacity of southern partners.  The nature of the partnership will be scrutinized as part of the assessment process for evidence that it would be a meaningful intellectual collaboration (without “token” contributions).  The roles and responsibilities of all named applicants should be defined accordingly, together with a description of the added value arising from the bringing together of complementary expertise.  Proposals initiated and led by researchers in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia would be particularly welcomed (proposals initiated and led in India will be encouraged by DBT).
10.
It is expected that up to 10% of the funding requested in each SRG proposal will be for scientific capacity-building in developing countries.  (This requirement does not apply to PEARLs.)  This includes activities to develop and strengthen the knowledge and skills of individuals, or to improve institutional structures and processes, so that they can undertake appropriate research for the benefit of their institution and country.  Activities might include, for example, knowledge-sharing events, international exchanges, mentoring schemes or training courses.  Other, innovative approaches to capacity-building are also encouraged.  As part of the normal conditions of research grants, applicants for SRGs or PEARLs may request funds for visits to laboratories in other institutions, including those in other countries.  Such visits may be made by individuals of any level of seniority or experience (from doctoral students to principal investigators), and may be of any duration from short visits to more extended periods of time.  In addition, SRG proposals (but not PEARLs) may include requests for funding of doctoral research studentships for individuals from developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia (see paragraph 20 below for further information).  However, the capacity-building component of a project must also include other appropriate activities, not just the provision of support for studentships.
ELIGIBILITY
11.
All research supported through this programme must be relevant to understanding and countering the effects of abiotic and/or biotic stresses that constrain the production of major food crops (see paragraph 5 above) in developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka).  Proposals must involve, as a minimum, one eligible scientific partner from the UK and one from a developing country, but there is no restriction on the number or location of other research institutions that may participate in a proposed project, or on the location of the host institution of the researcher responsible for its overall scientific leadership (but see paragraph 19 below).  Developing country partners are not restricted to institutions in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia, provided that the research to be undertaken is relevant to the needs of countries in one or both of those regions.  Developing countries are defined according to the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) List of Recipients of Official Development Assistance (www.oecd.org/dataoecd/32/40/43540882.pdf) at 1 March 2011.
12.
The programme is open to all UK researchers who are normally eligible to apply for funding from BBSRC and/or DFID, and to non-UK researchers of equivalent status based in recognised higher education institutions or other research institutions, or in other “not-for-profit” organisations with a credible and relevant research capacity.  In India, the programme is open to all researchers who are eligible for DBT funding, including those employed by institutes of the ICAR, universities, other recognised research institutions, or non-governmental organizations with relevant scientific expertise.  Proposals initiated and led by researchers based at institutions in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia would be particularly welcomed.
13.
Where appropriate - and subject to the requirements stipulated in paragraphs 21 to 24 below - collaboration with industry would be welcomed in projects funded through the programme, provided that arrangements for the ownership and exploitation of intellectual property would be compatible with the funders’ requirement for compliance with the core principles of Global Access as defined in paragraph 24.  However, companies are not eligible to receive funding from the programme.

FUNDING

14.
Funding available for the programme is expected to be up to £20M, of which up to £2M will be for PEARL awards.  No limit is being set on the cost of individual projects.  Where necessary, and scientifically justified, support may be requested for SRGs of up to five years’ duration
; PEARL awards will be of four years’ duration.  All projects will be expected to start as soon as possible after 1 April 2012.
15.
Funding from BBSRC, BMGF and DFID will be combined in a “common pot”, from which grants will be awarded by BBSRC.  Funding from the Government of India will be managed independently by DBT, and available (only) to all Indian institutions that are eligible for funding by the Department (see paragraph 12 above).  However, allocation of all of the funding for the initiative - both from the “common pot” and from DBT - will be determined by a single peer-review and assessment process, managed by BBSRC on behalf of all of the funding partners.
16.
Indian institutions involved in successful proposals will be eligible to receive DBT’s standard allocation of funds for their components of the projects, which will be paid to them directly in rupees in accordance with the Department’s normal financial practice.  This arrangement will apply to all participation by Indian institutions in projects funded by the programme, either where the project is led by the Indian institution, or where it is a partner in a project led by an institution in another country.  Funding of all other (UK and non-UK) institutions will be awarded and administered by BBSRC from the “common pot”, and will be subject to BBSRC’s usual terms and conditions for research grants (http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/apply/grants-guide.aspx), together with other conditions agreed with its funding partners for this programme, including additional reporting requirements.  (All research funded through the programme must comply with relevant legal, regulatory and ethical requirements in the country in which it is to be undertaken.)  Grants will be awarded by BBSRC to the institutions of principal investigators which, where relevant, will be responsible - and accountable - for disbursing approved funds to partners in other institutions.  Awards, which will be paid in £UK sterling, will be cash-limited, and no additional funding will be provided to compensate institutions outside the UK for subsequent exchange rate fluctuations.  The financial basis on which grants will be awarded is summarised in paragraphs 17 to 19 below.  Applicants who are uncertain about the basis on which a proposal should be costed are advised to contact BBSRC as early as possible.

17.
UK institutions will be eligible to receive the standard allocation of funds for their component of a project, which is normally 80% of the full economic cost (FEC) of the proposed research.  Further information about FEC is available on BBSRC’s website (http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/apply/grants-guide.aspx).  UK applicants who are unfamiliar with FEC are advised to contact their institution’s finance office for further guidance.
18.
For non-UK institutions (except those in India), the programme will support, in full, all of the direct costs of the research, plus a variable overhead on staff costs as follows:
(i) for institutions in developing countries (as defined according to the DAC List of Recipients of Official Development Assistance at 1 March 2011), a maximum overhead rate of 50% of total salary and salary-related staff costs (directly allocated and directly incurred);


or:
(ii) 
for institutions in any other countries, a maximum overhead rate of 20% of total salary and salary-related staff costs (directly allocated and directly incurred).

19.
Researchers employed in institutions of the Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) are eligible to participate in the programme as co-applicants, but not as a lead principal investigator, subject to appropriate justification of the added value that such participation would bring to the programme over and above their core-funded activities.  For the purpose of paragraph 18(i)/(ii), CGIAR institutions will be classified on the basis of the country in which the proposed research would take place.  Other international organisations will be classified as (i) or (ii) above according to the country in which their headquarters or secretariat is based.

20.
SRGs (but not PEARLs) may include requests for funding of doctoral research studentships for individuals from developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia, but proposed studentships must be presented in the context of a wider proposal for a research project.  (Proposals that seek support only for studentships will not be accepted.)  Requests for studentships must demonstrate the value that would be added by the studentship to the project as a whole, particularly in terms of the contribution it would make to enhancing the scientific capacity of southern partners for the longer term.  Studentships must be of four years’ duration, concurrent with the associated research project (which must also be of four years or longer in duration).  Students must be residents of developing countries, but there is no restriction on the location of the institution(s) at which a studentship may be held.  However, the funders would not expect a student to spend the entire period of four years outside the country of the southern partners of the project with which the studentship is associated.  Detailed guidance on the costing of requests for studentships will be provided, in due course, to investigators who are invited to submit full applications.  (Funding would be provided to cover all of the costs of a studentship, including travel, living and laboratory expenses associated with time to be spent by the student working in another country away from his or her “home” institution.)
DISSEMINATION, DATA SHARING AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
21.
Information about research funded through this programme will be made available in the public database of grants awarded by BBSRC (www.bbsrc.ac.uk/science/grants/search-grants-index.aspx).  Recipients of grants awarded under the programme will also be required to provide information about their projects for DFID’s R4D (Research for Development) portal (www.research4development.info).
22.
Grant-holders will be expected to promote the dissemination of the results of their research as widely as possible, and to conform with the requirements of BBSRC’s policy on data sharing (www.bbsrc.ac.uk/publications/policy/data-sharing-policy.aspx), which is based on the premise that publicly-funded research data are a public good, produced in the public interest, and which should be made openly available to other researchers in a timely manner to the maximum extent possible.
23.
As well as scientific communication, emphasis is placed by all of the funders on engagement with potential users and beneficiaries of research, and the route to application of its outcomes.  Consideration of possible pathways to impact will form an important element of the assessment of proposals.
24.
All intellectual property rights in all material (including but not limited to reports, data, designs, whether or not electronically stored, and technologies) produced by the investigator(s) or the investigators’ personnel, and arising from research funded through the programme, will be the property of the investigators’ institution(s).  The investigators’ institution(s) will grant to each of the funders of the programme, if requested, a world-wide, non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free licence to use all such material. However, if investigator(s) wish to apply for a patent for a particular application arising out of the information, they may request that publication of data is withheld until the patent has been applied for.  After that time, the data must be made freely available.  The funders should be consulted about any request of this kind at an early stage, and any licence(s) granted must be managed in a way that is consistent with the core principles of Global Access, i.e. that the findings of the research would be disseminated promptly and broadly, and that products and technologies arising from the knowledge gained would be made available and accessible at reasonable cost to people most in need in developing countries.
25.
Where appropriate - and subject to the requirements stipulated in paragraphs 21 to 24 - collaboration with industry would be welcomed in projects funded through the programme, provided that arrangements for the ownership and exploitation of intellectual property would be compatible with the funders’ requirement for compliance with the principles of Global Access as defined in the underlined section of the final sentence of paragraph 24.  However, companies are not eligible to receive funding from the programme.
APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT PROCESS
26.
The application and assessment process for the programme will be administered by BBSRC on behalf of the funding partners.  It will comprise two stages:  an open call for outline proposals, followed by invitations to selected applicants to submit full applications.  Proposals initiated and led by researchers based at institutions in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia would be particularly welcomed (proposals initiated and led in India will be encouraged by DBT).
27.
Outline proposals must be submitted by e-mail to dfid.bbsrc@bbsrc.ac.uk by 15.00 Greenwich Mean Time (16.00 British Summer Time) on 31 March 2011.  There is no application form, and proposals should be submitted as Word or PDF attached documents in a font size no smaller than 11.  Arial, Helvetica or Verdana typefaces are preferred.  Standard character-spacing must be used, and not less than single line-spacing.  All margins should be of at least 2cm.  Proposals that are not submitted in the correct format will not be accepted.
28.
An outline proposal should comprise three separate documents as follows:

(i) 
a cover sheet (more than one page may be used if necessary) setting out basic details of the proposed project in the following tabular format (which is available as a Microsoft Word document template at www.bbsrc.ac.uk/web/FILES/Forms/scprid-outline.doc).
	SUSTAINABLE CROP PRODUCTION RESEARCH

FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT


	Is this outline proposal an application for a Standard Research Grant (SRG) or for a Projects for Emerging Agricultural Research Leaders (PEARL) award?  Insert SRG or PEARL in the box opposite.

	

	1. Title of project.

	

	2. Crop(s) to be studied.

	

	3. Abiotic and/or biotic stress(es) to be studied.
	

	4. Countries or regions to which the research is relevant.
	

	5. Duration of project.


	

	6. Estimate of total funding required.
	

	7. Does this proposal request support for any doctoral studentship(s)
 (SRGs only, not applicable to PEARLs):  yes/no?

If yes, state the number of studentships and their proposed host institution(s).
	

	8. Name and country of submitting institution;

name and contact details (e-mail address, telephone number and full postal address) of lead principal investigator
;

names of any co-investigator(s).
	

	9. Name and country of additional participating institution; name(s) of principal investigator and any co-investigator(s).
	

	10., 11. etc. As 9. above (if relevant) for any other participating institution(s) (use a new, numbered row for each additional institution). 
	


(ii)
a case for support of not more than three numbered pages (a page is a single side of A4 typescript) describing the proposed research and how it would address the aims of the programme, and comprising the following elements:
· an introduction to the scientific significance of the topic to be addressed, its development relevance, and its relationship to existing research (previous or current) in the area;
· a summary of the research to be carried out, its objectives and the methods to be employed;

· details of the trans-national partnership, including individual roles and responsibilities, and the added value of the collaboration;
· an assessment of the potential impact of the research in the near to medium term and, if successful, the nature and extent of its contribution to the alleviation of hunger and poverty;
· a brief description of the possible pathways to impact of the research, including plans for communication and engagement with users and beneficiaries, and the likely timescale and route to application of its outcomes;
· a brief description of the capacity-building activities to be undertaken in the context of the proposed project, and how they would contribute to the enhancement of the scientific capabilities of the southern partner(s) for the longer term (not required for PEARLs - see paragraph 37(ii));
(iii)
a summary of the funding required by the participating institutions, which should be presented separately with estimates of each institution’s costs under the following headings (costs of Indian institutions should be stated in rupees
; costs of all other (UK and non-UK) institutions should be stated in £UK sterling):
· direct costs of the research - staff (salary and salary-related costs), consumables, travel, equipment etc;

· associated indirect and estates costs or overheads (on the appropriate basis, according to the location of the institution, as described in paragraphs 16 to 19).
29.
Selected applicants will be invited to submit full applications through Research Councils UK’s Joint Electronic Submission (Je-S) system (www.so.stfc.ac.uk/jes/jes1/jes1system.asp).  In order to do so, both individual investigators and their institutions must be registered on the Je-S system.  Further guidance about the submission of full applications and the requirements for Je-S registration will be provided in due course.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
30.
Outline proposals will be assessed against a suite of criteria relating to each of the principal aims of the programme:

· development relevance;
· science quality;
· trans-national partnership and capacity-building.
31.
The assessment panel will consider all of the criteria listed below in deciding which 
proposals to recommend for the invitation of full applications.  In doing so, the panel will also have regard to the overall scope and balance of the programme.  BBSRC will carry out an initial screening of outline proposals against the subset of criteria indicated by asterisks (*) below.  Proposals that fail to meet any one or more of those criteria will not be considered further by the assessment panel.

Development relevance

· *Does the proposed research fall within the scope of the programme? 
· Does the proposed research address issues that present significant challenges to crop production in Sub-Saharan Africa and/or South Asia?

· Does the proposal demonstrate the potential of the research to contribute to the reduction of hunger and poverty by improving the sustainability of crop production?
· Has the economic, social (including gender) and environmental context of the project been sufficiently considered and articulated?

· Have the pathways to impact of the potential outcomes of the research been adequately considered?

Science quality
· *Is the focus of the proposed research primarily biological?

· Is the proposed research potentially of very high quality in relation to the highest international standards of scientific excellence?
· Would the project add value to existing research on the topic of the proposal?
· Is the proposed research novel in its approach or context?
· Is the proposed research feasible?


Trans-national partnership and capacity-building

· *Does the scientific partnership include at least one UK institution and one developing country institution?

· Are the proposed roles of the partners clearly defined, with appropriate divisions of responsibilities and resources between UK and developing country partners?
· Does the partnership demonstrate trans-national added value by bringing together complementary expertise in a meaningful intellectual collaboration?

· Does the collaboration have the potential to enhance the scientific capabilities of southern partners for the longer term?

· *Does any request for support of a doctoral studentship form an integrated component of a proposal for a wider research project (not applicable to PEARLs2)?
32.
The assessment criteria specified in paragraph 31 will apply to all proposals, for both SRGs and PEARL awards.  PEARLs will also be subject to the additional criteria set out in paragraph 40 below.  Further, detailed information about the PEARL component of the call for proposals follows in paragraphs 33 to 40.
PROJECTS FOR EMERGING AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH LEADERS (PEARLs)
(for early-to-mid career scientists from developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia)

Key features

33.
Under this component of the call, funding of up to £2M in total will be provided specifically for a small number of projects (probably between five and ten) initiated and led by PEARL Fellows.  Key features of PEARLs will be as follows:
(i)
the lead PI (PEARL Fellow) will be an early-to-mid career scientist from a developing country of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia (applications from women would be particularly welcomed);

(ii)
projects led by PEARL Fellows will of four years’ duration;

(iii)
unlike SRGs, PEARLs will include funding to cover the full-time salary (and salary-related) costs of the lead PI for the duration of the project.
The purpose of a PEARL award is to enable the PEARL Fellow, as lead PI, to devote himself or herself to the proposed project, and to spend periods of time working in another relevant laboratory (or laboratories) outside his or her own country, as well as in his or her home institution.  The award of a PEARL is intended to contribute to improving the scientific capacity of the Fellow’s home institution in Africa or Asia, as well as enhancing his or her individual development and career progression.
Candidate eligibility

34.
Applications for PEARLs are open to all suitably experienced scientists who meet the eligibility criteria specified in paragraph 35, but the number of Fellows will be small - probably between five and ten - and it is unlikely that more than one award would be allocated to candidates from any individual country.  Successful candidates will be selected on the basis of individual merit and ability, according to the criteria specified in paragraphs 39 and 40 below.  There will be no discrimination on the grounds of age, disability, gender, race or ethnicity, religion or philosophical belief, or sexual orientation, but applications from women would be particularly welcomed.
35.
In order to be eligible for funding under this aspect of the call, the proposed research project must fulfil the common requirements for SRGs and PEARLs set out in paragraphs 5 to 9 and 11 to 12 above (paragraph 10 applies only to SRGs, not to PEARLs).  In addition, the candidate PEARL Fellow:
(i)
would normally be expected to have between five and ten years’ relevant experience of scientific research and research leadership - at postdoctoral level or equivalent (but a PhD qualification is not essential) - for example, as a university lecturer or as a project leader in a national agricultural research system;


and:

(ii) must currently hold a tenured post, at or above lecturer level or equivalent, at a university or other suitable research institution in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia (but not an institution of the CGIAR - see paragraph 19 above).
In addition, the applicant must have the support both of his or her home institution in Africa or Asia, and of a partner institution (or institutions), outside his or her own country, willing to host him or her for significant periods of time.  However, not longer, in total, than 50% of the four-year duration of the award is to be spent away from the home institution.


Commitments required from host institutions
36.
If the applicant’s proposal is successful:

(i)
The home institution in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia would be required to relieve the applicant of all teaching and administration duties for the duration of the PEARL award, in order to allow the Fellow to devote himself or herself for four years to the research project.  The institution would also be required to give an undertaking that it would continue to employ the Fellow in a tenured position following the completion of his or her secondment as full-time lead PI of the PEARL project.
(ii)
As well as collaborating in the research project initiated and led by him or her, the partner institution(s) outside the Fellow’s own country would be required to host him or her for significant periods of time, up to, but not exceeding, 50% in total of the four years of the PEARL award, and to provide access to suitable laboratory and other facilities for the Fellow to carry out his or her parts of the project.  Although the Fellow would be responsible for the overall scientific leadership of the PEARL project - in collaboration with colleagues - the partner institution(s) would also be required to provide him or her with the support of a personal mentor from whom he or she would be able to seek impartial guidance or advice.  The mentor should be a senior scientist with experience of research leadership and management in a relevant field, but not someone who is directly associated as a collaborator with the PEARL project.


Application process
37.
The application process for PEARLs is similar to that for SRGs, as specified in paragraphs 26 to 29 above.  As for SRGs, PEARL outline proposals should provide the following information (in three separate documents) about the proposed research project:

(i)
a cover sheet:  for details see paragraph 28(i);
(ii)
the case for support:  see paragraph 28(ii) (omitting the section about capacity-building:  the requirement stipulated at the beginning of paragraph 10 applies only to SRGs, not to PEARLs); 

(iii) a summary of the funding required:  see paragraph 28(iii) (the information provided should include the full cost of the PEARL Fellow’s salary for the duration of the award, together with travel costs and additional living expenses necessary for him or her to spend up to 50%, in total, of the duration of the award at the partner institution(s) outside his or her own country; PEARLs may not include requests for funding of doctoral research studentships).
38.
In addition, extra information is required for PEARL proposals in four more documents as follows:
(iv)
a personal statement (of not more than two pages of A4 typescript) by the candidate, setting out how a PEARL award would build on his or her scientific expertise and experience to date, in order to enhance his or her capabilities for the benefit of both individual career development and wider institutional capacity - this should also include a four-year timetable outlining how the Fellow’s activities would be split between his or her home institution in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia and the partner institution(s) outside his or her own country.
(v)
the candidate’s curriculum vitae, including a full list of publications, and the names and contact details of three scientific referees, not more than one each of whom should be from his or her home institution or the proposed partner institution(s) outside his or her own country;
(vi)
a statement of support from the home institution of the candidate in Africa or Asia, confirming its commitment to him or her throughout and beyond the duration of a PEARL award in accordance with the requirements stipulated in paragraph 36(i) above - this should also include an explanation of the expected organisational benefits of a PEARL award to the candidate, beyond the enhancement of his or her individual development and career progression;
(vii)
a statement of support from the partner institution(s) outside the candidate’s own country, confirming its commitment to him or her throughout the duration of a PEARL award in accordance with the requirements stipulated in paragraph 36(ii) - this should also provide details of the laboratory and other facilities available to the candidate, and of the mentoring arrangements that would be provided for his or her support.

Assessment criteria
39.
The assessment process for the project element of the PEARL component of the programme will be similar to that for SRGs, as detailed in paragraphs 30 and 31 above.  As for SRG outline proposals, the proposed research project will be assessed against a suite of criteria relating to each of the principal aims of the programme:

· development relevance;

· science quality;

· trans-national partnership and capacity-building.

40.
In addition, the calibre of the candidate PEARL Fellow, and the roles of his or her home institution in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia, and of the proposed partner institution(s) outside his or her own country, will be assessed against further criteria as follows:


Calibre of the candidate

· Does the candidate meet the eligibility criteria for a PEARL award in accordance with the requirements of paragraph 35?
· Does the candidate have appropriate scientific expertise and experience relevant to his or her proposed research project?

· Does the candidate demonstrate evidence of potential for independent scientific leadership?

Role of the home institution in Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia
· Would the home institution provide a suitable scientific environment for a PEARL award to the candidate?

· Has the institution demonstrated its commitment to the candidate in accordance with the requirements of paragraph 36(i)?
· Does the institution show evidence of capacity to benefit as an organisation from a PEARL award to the candidate, beyond the enhancement of his or her individual development and career progression?


Role of the partner institution(s) outside the candidate’s own country
· Has the partner institution(s) demonstrated its commitment to the candidate in accordance with the requirements of paragraph 36(ii)?
· Would the institution(s) provide the candidate with a high-quality environment for training in research leadership, with access to suitable facilities and appropriate mentoring arrangements?
TIMETABLE
41.
The timetable for the administration and assessment of all applications - for SRGs and PEARLs - submitted to the programme is expected to be as follows:

· 10 January 2011


Launch of call for outline proposals

· 31 March 2011


Closing date for outline proposals

· May 2011



Assessment of outline proposals

· end-May 2011



Invitation of full applications

· end-July 2011



Closing date for full applications

· November 2011


Assessment of full applications

· December 2011


Notification of funding decisions
· February 2012



Formal announcement of grants
· from April 2012


Start of projects

CONTACT INFORMATION
42.
The administration of the programme is being led by BBSRC on behalf of all of the funding partners.  Enquiries should be addressed to:



Amanda Read


e-mail
dfid.bbsrc@bbsrc.ac.uk



Tel
+44(0)1793-414665
Outline proposals must be submitted by 15.00 Greenwich Mean Time (16.00 British Summer Time) on 31 March 2011.
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council

10 January 2011




� Proposals that include requests for funding of doctoral research studentships for individuals from developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia should be of four years or longer in duration (see paragraph 20).








� SRGs, but not PEARLs, may include requests for funding of doctoral research studentships for individuals from developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa or South Asia - see paragraph 20.





� The lead principal investigator of a proposal is the applicant who will be the point of contact for communication with BBSRC during the administration of the application and assessment process.








� For Indian institutions, budgets should include the costs of time that would be spent both by Indian researchers visiting other countries to work with collaborators, and by collaborators from other countries working in India.  Travel costs for employees of Indian institutions should be estimated in accordance with the Government of India’s normal rules.








� Provisional date (to be confirmed), 26 July 2011.
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