KUWI 
KUWI


STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION
1. Name of student:



Lena Vila Vilardell
Sex:








 FORMCHECKBOX 
female

 FORMCHECKBOX 

male
Code of study:




H
066429
Student ID number



1478757
Host Institution:



University of Vermont
Host country/city:



Burlington, VT (USA)
Study Abroad Period:
from 20.02.2018 until 25.05.2018
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)
5

Center for International Relations
5

Lecturers at BOKU

3

Degree course schemes
5

Students / friends
5

Host institution

5

Host institution’s web homepages
Other:      
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)

	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Listening comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speaking ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing Ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.English
	100
	2.     
	   

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)
5. Host country
	Start the visa process with enough time. Vermont is a very welcoming place.


6. Host institution
	Facilities at the University of Vermont are very good and people very friendly.  


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With students from the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With other foreign students at the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	Prof. Georg Gratzer, BOKU; Prof. William Keeton, University of Vermont 


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)
	5
	Center for International Relations

	5
	Lecturers at BOKU

	5
	Host institution

	4
	Students from the host institution

	  
	Other:      


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	Marshall Plan Scholarship


11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	 No big cultural differences


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes, please include descriptions:     
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES
13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Student dormitory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / boarding house / guest house

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Room in a private apartment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Host institution


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friends/family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Broker





 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other: Thesis supervisor, Prof. William Keeton
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):1.000,00 €

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
800,00 €
,spent on:

	500,00 €
	Accommodation
	

	200,00 €
	Maintenance
	

	0,00 €
	Commuting expenses
	

	0,00 €
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	0,00 €
	Tuition
	

	100,00 €
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT
20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	Learning a lot from working close to supervisor and his post-doc. 


In a socio-cultural sense:

	Getting to know new people and other ways of doing. 


23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	No


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I don’t no
If so, why?
The period of studying abroad had to be delayed due to supervisor schedule.
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	It is good. Information is clear and they answer mails quickly. 


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

Research Report
(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)
	During the stay at the University of Vermont I analysed the data I took during the field work in Bhutan. This research ("Climate change effects on wildfire hazard in the wildland-urban interface - Blue pine forests in the Himalayas, Bhutan") is part of the "Climate Change Adaptation Potentials of Forests in Bhutan - Building Human Capacity and Knowledge Base (BC-CAP)" project. 

Wildfires play an important role in blue pine (Pinus wallichiana) forest ecosystems in Bhutan. These ecosystems are highly susceptible to forest fires, mainly due to their location -mostly growing adjacent to human settlements- and their structural characteristics -complex vertical structure, which acts as a fuel ladder for wildfires-. Forest fires are considered one of the biggest threats to forest resources availability in the country. Due to the social -low econimic resilience- and geographical -steep terrain, shallow and erodible soils- characteristics of Bhutan, the region is very sensitive to climate change and prone to suffer its effects. In this context of global change, and with the expected increase in wildfire impacts on forest ecosystems, having a tool to assess fire hazard would represent a major step towards better and more precise fire management strategies in Bhutan. This study will contribute to a better understanding of fire disturbances in Bhutan by adapting an already exisiting fire behavior and growth model (FlamMap) to blue pine ecosystems. 

The research investigated two valleys of Bhutan, characterized for being surrounded entirely by blue pine forests and being the main settlement area of their respective districts. Plots were distributed randomly following some criteria, as a minimum distance to the road and a minimum distance between plots. We collected data on site information, live and standing dead trees and woody debris in each plot, using a variable radius plot approach for inventoring the live and standing dead trees, and a fix area plot for inventoring the woody debris (fine and coarse). 
Since the aim of this study is to apply a fire behavior and growth model on the landscape, the data collected during the field work at a plot level had to be interpolated to a landscape level, and displayed as raster layers for the simulation. We calculated the canopy fuel stratum characteristics needed for the model -canopy base height, canopy tree height, canopy bulk density and canopy cover-. Besides the canopy structural characteristics, the model also requires topographical information such as elevation, slope and aspect, and a fuel model calibrated with the local forest characteristics. Kriging was the technique chose for the interpolation, which is a geostatistical interpolation method that predicts the value of an unmeasured location by a weighted sum of the surrounding measured values.

In order to test the sensitivity of blue pine forests to wildfire under changing climatic conditions, four climate scenarios were built. A baseline weather scenario was created with data from the last 21 years. The extreme weather scenarios were created by taking the 97th percentile of temperature and the 3rd percentile of relative humidity. Using FlamMap, we calculated fire behavior characteristics (flame length, rate of spread and crown fire activity) and fire growth for all climate scenarios. The paired Wilcoxon signed-rank test was applied to assess significance between scenarios. Finally, we developed a fire hazard map for each valley by combining the outputs of the model. The fire hazard map can be a useful tool to locate fuel-treatment strategies. 
Results from the statistical analysis confirmed the hypotheses: under extremes of weather, fire hazard in the wildland-urban interface increases.
This study is among the first to characterise the sensitivity to climate change of Himalayan blue pine forests to wildfire at landscape level. Results suggest that climate change will have a great effect on those ecosystems. 



Thank you for your help![image: image1.png]
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