KUWI 
KUWI


STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION
1. Name of student:



Reza Omidvar
Sex:








 FORMCHECKBOX 
female

 FORMCHECKBOX 

male
Code of study:




H
95300
Student ID number



1041742
Host Institution:



University of Minnesota
Host country/city:



USA/Minneapolis
Study Abroad Period:
from 30.05.2014 until 27.08.2014
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)
2

Center for International Relations
1

Lecturers at BOKU

1

Degree course schemes
3

Students / friends
5

Host institution

3

Host institution’s web homepages
Other:      
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)

	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Listening comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speaking ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing Ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.English
	100
	2.     
	   

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)
5. Host country
	check this link for housing: https://www.housing.umn.edu/




6. Host institution
	     


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With students from the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With other foreign students at the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	Mrs. S. Schmidt at BOKU


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)
	5
	Center for International Relations

	5
	Lecturers at BOKU

	5
	Host institution

	5
	Students from the host institution

	  
	Other:      


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	ZIB-Homepage


11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	Really a different life style than Europe. About people, they are famous as Minnesota nice in the USA, very friendly people. About society, there is more freedom here in Europe.


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes, please include descriptions:a meeting that all exchange students had been invited.
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES
13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Student dormitory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / boarding house / guest house

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Room in a private apartment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Host institution


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friends/family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Broker





 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other: Myself using the university housing homepage 
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):900,00 €

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
970,00 €
,spent on:

	490,00 €
	Accommodation
	

	300,00 €
	Maintenance
	

	60,00 €
	Commuting expenses
	

	0,00 €
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	0,00 €
	Tuition
	

	120,00 €
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT
20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	Very high scientific level of professors and students, too much money for research, working very hard.


In a socio-cultural sense:

	Experience of a different life style.


23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	No


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I don’t no
If so, why?
     
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	The amount of scholarship must be increased, then more students will apply 


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

Research Report
(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)
	
Plant defensins are small, basic peptides that have a characteristic three dimensional folding pattern that is stabilized by four disulfide bridges. In addition to the previously known defensin genes, more than 300 DEFLs (defensin-like) genes coding for small cysteine-rich peptides (CRP) have been discovered in the Arabidopsis genome. A subgroup of defensin-like genes, was selected for further study using expression in E. coli to produce peptides for in vitro tests. PDFL2.1 has already been purified using cytoplasmic expression as a His-tagged thioredoxin fusion protein with a TEV recognition sequence and shown to have antimicrobial activity in vitro. 

This peptide is only slightly basic while the majority of known antimicrobial peptides, including plant defensins, are basic with a pI above 8. It was therefore very interesting to further study the function of this PdfL peptide. The peptide that produced in E.coli was labeled using 13C glucose and 15NH4Cl in minimal (M9) media. The purified peptide was isolated by chromatography, confirmed by mass spectroscopy and its structure was determined using 13C-15N solution NMR using Bruker 850-MHz magnet system at the Minnesota NMR center. Our results showed that the structure is very similar to the canonical plant defensins with a common core structure that consists of a α-helix and an anti-parallel triple-stranded β-sheet. The helix and the β3 strand of the β sheets are connected by two of disulphide bonds. The third disulphide bond connects loop 1 and and β2 strand.

In the first week of my stay at the University of Minnesota, I attended the Hands-on Protein NMR Workshop held by Minnesota NMR Center. During this workshop, I could learn state-of-the-art multidimensional techniques in NMR spectroscopy from experienced faculty members and center staff, including: Multi-dimensional experiment set-up, interpretation of protein NMR spectra and how to use computational methods to calculate 3D structures with an emphasis on protein structure determination.



Thank you for your help![image: image1.png]
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2

