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STUDENT SURVEY
Please send this survey to Selis Schmidt at the Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen (e-mail: selis.schmidt@boku.ac.at) within two months of the end of the study abroad period. The letter of acknowledgement from the host institution should also be turned in to ZIB (Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien). If all forms are not handed in (including this one), it is possible that the entire sum of the scholarship must be re-paid by the recipient to KUWI (see the agreement).
BASIC INFORMATION

1. Name of student:



Ramon Enguidanos Requena
Sex:








 FORMCHECKBOX 
female

 FORMCHECKBOX 

male

Code of study:




H
     
Student ID number



1041234
Host Institution:



INER
Host country/city:



Ecuador / Quito
Study Abroad Period:
from   .  .     until   .  .    
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDENTS
2. Information about the research offerings at the host institution:
How helpful were the following informational resources?

(1 = not helpful to 5 = very helpful)

1

Center for International Relations
3

Lecturers at BOKU

-

Degree course schemes

-

Students / friends

3

Host institution

1

Host institution’s web homepages

Other:      
3. How would you rank your knowledge of the language spoken at your host institution?
(1 = little to 5 = excellent)


	
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reading comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Listening comprehension 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speaking ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Writing Ability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



4. Languages most often used at the host institution, in percent:

	1.Spanish
	100
	2.     
	   

	3.     
	   
	4.     
	   


Used language German: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

Which recommendations/tips would you give to future students about the host country and host institution?
(Please give any recommendations, information resources, contacts and links)

5. Host country

	Ecuador. A good knowldege of spanish is highly recommended, especially in the field of agriculture, where there is a constant relation with farmers. 
Transport is not always working properly and Ecuadorians have a special sense for timing and distances. Take enough time in advance for appointments and have a map always with you. Be patience. 
Any kind of visa costs around 450$ since January 2016


6. Host institution

	INER (National Institute for Renewable Energies). Offices were in Quito  but laboratories  where located in different towns surrounding Quito, which was a high consuming time factor. They were well equiped but there was a lack of knowledge among workers
People were mostly friendly but did not show much interest on my work. Need to be able to work independently. Be clear on indications. 


7. To which degree did you feel socially integrated??
(1 = not at all to 5 = very good)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local culture/ society overall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With students from the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	With other foreign students at the host institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



8. With help from which contact person (at BOKU/ at the host institution) did you organize your stay? 

	Günther Bochmann (IFA Tulln. Institüt für Umwelttechnik)
Jaime Marti Herrero (INER. Senior Researcher)


9. To which degree would you rate the support you were thereby given (before and after your stay)?
(1 = low to 5 = high)

	4
	Center for International Relations

	4
	Lecturers at BOKU

	3
	Host institution

	  
	Students from the host institution

	4
	Other: Farmer involved in the project


10. Application forms, financial support, other needs
	Visa is required for placements longer than 3 months.
Type of Visa recommended "Actos de comercio"


11. Please give tips and helpful suggestions in reference to your host country/ host institution regarding society (cultural differences, importance of command of language, etc.): 

	Language knowledge is definitely the best tool to integrate and get to know people. Ecuadorians are kind and talk politely so showing a respectful and helpful atitude will help to gain their trust. Not always local people is used to deal with foreigners, so take your time, show interest on people's work and daily life. They love food, so cooking and sharing meals is always a good way to get along.


12. During your stay abroad, were special events organized specifically for exchange students?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If yes, please include descriptions:     
ACCOMODATION, SERVICES AND EXPENCES

13. Where did you actually live during your stay abroad?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Student dormitory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / boarding house / guest house

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Room in a private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Private apartment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Shared apartment with other students
14. Who helped you find living accommodation?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Host institution


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friends/family

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Broker





 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:      
15. What quality of support did the host institution give in the search for accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

16. How would you rank the accommodation?
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

17. To which extent were student resources available to you? (libraries, computer labs, laboratories, facilities, etc.)?
(1 = not at all bis 5 = very good)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. How was the computer and internet access?
(1 = bad bis 5 = very good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. Monthly expenditure during the course of the stay abroad ( in Euros):


Travel expenses (for one way there and back):1150

Monthly expenditure (incl. accommodation):
300
,spent on:

	    
	Accommodation
	

	100
	Maintenance
	

	50
	Commuting expenses
	

	    
	Costs of books, copy, etc.
	

	    
	Tuition
	

	150
	Other
	


OVERALL ASSESSMENT

20. Evaluate your stay in an academic sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

21. Evaluate your stay in a personal sense:
(1 = bad to 5 = excellent)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Which aspects of your study abroad stay did you most enjoy?

In an academic sense:

	I carried out field trials in 3 different locations, so I had the opportunity to get to know different agroecological experiences and stablish a relation with the farmers. It was really interesting to see at first hand the different management practices, the huge biodiversity of products and get an overview of the situation of the organic sector in Ecuador


In a socio-cultural sense:

	In the farm I was living, I was considered after a short time as another member of the family. I felt appreciated. 
I had the chance to collaborate in the  reconstruction of a school in the region affected by the earthquake. It was a great experience to be part of this communitary work.

Hiking in los Andes with local guides and spending time in indigenas communities.



23. Did you have any problems during this study abroad stay?

	No


24. Did the fact that you studied abroad cause you to have to study at BOKU longer?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I don’t no

If so, why?
Material preparation took longer time than expected and the field trials had to be postponed due to unpredictable situations (machinery failures, unfavourable climatic conditions). It was not possible to conduct a proper analysis phase in the lab due to temporary lack of chemicals.
25. In your opinion, how can the KUWI scholarship program improve upon itself? 

	I think it is fine like it is. The student surveys offered enough material for prospective applicants, but maybe it could be useful to create a simpliflied list,  with institutions, field of activity, topics and contacts for each country.


I hereby give permission for KUWI to show my completed study abroad survey to other students who are thinking about going on a study abroad trip:
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

Research Report

(Brief report of stay abroad from scientific point of view, ca. 1 page)

	
In Ecuador, most of the valuable agricultural products (cacao, coffee, bananas, tropical fruits, etc...) are set aside for export and global market. Use and application of chemical fertilizers and pesticides are widespread among conventional farming of vegetables and fruits. Organic agriculture is still not considered as an option for most of the population. Organic farmers focused on small-medium scale production systems and prefered to offer a direct sell to consumers at local markets or by home delivering. Nevertheless, there is a visible emerging awarenes among consumers regarding food safety and the market is becoming more relevant. Big supermarkets chains have already significant areas for organic products. In order to assure succes in the development of the organic sector, different factors such profitability, productivity, quality, etc... have to be adressed, and for that goal , organic fertilizing can play an important role in terms of preserving soil fertility and providing a sustainable alternative to mineral fertilization

The use of farmyard manure or compost is the main fertilizing practice among organic producers in the region of Quito. Animal dunge is left in the field or collected and piled together with other raw materials for composting. Additional amendment such as hummus, bocashi or "super magro" is ocassionally introduced in the crop cycle, and bioslurry is produced and periodically applied by a minority. Despite showing clear evidence of the positive effect of its use, many households are still not aware of the possible benefits of producing their own bioslurry. This is mainly because of a lack of information or for being unfamiliar with the process of preparation and application.

Those producers who use bioslurries, do not have detailed information about their soil characteristics, crop nutrient requirements, and bioslurry nutrient content, thus selection of raw materials, dosage and frequency of application are commonly based on previous personal experiences, recommendations, or empirical work. Moreover, there was not much scientific work done on the matter. Therefore, it was considered interesting to carry out different trials and analysis in order to be able to offer useful information to the farmers regarding use of organic fertilizers and importance of soil and plant requirements. 


The main focus of the research was to record and evaluate the different organic fertlizing products and animal waste management practices most commonly used among farmers in the region of Quito. The record was performed through local literature review and by visiting different farmers and getting to know at first hand their experiences. Feedstocks, mixtures of substrates, management and application forms were described. The evaluation or applied research to test and compare the efficiency of such products was done by carrying out field and pot trials with broccoli applying different treatments of fertilizers. Four Bioslurries with different mixtures and substrates were selfprepared to be analyzed and characterized afterwards as well as their raw materials. For the trials, compost and two Bioslurries were chosen and a set of different treatments were applied. 

Our expectations from the results are significant differences between treatments, supporting the idea that organic fertilizers can improve crop productivity, offering a quality product free of chemical, preserving soil fertility, improving soil properties in a long term and all that, using local resources and managing animal waste in a more sustainable way.

It has to be taken into consideration that doing research abroad and conducting trials can present unforeseen difficulties. Sometimes resources are limited and the original research plan has to adapted once you are on site. 

 



Thank you for your help!

PAGE  
4

