KUWI 

AUFENTHALTSBERICHT 

Dieser Bericht ist binnen 2 Monaten nach Ende des Auslandsaufenthaltes per E-Mail im Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen, 
E-Mail: max.goritschnig@boku.ac.at einzureichen. Die Aufenthaltsbestätigung der Gastinstitution ist im ZIB, Peter Jordan Straße 82A, 1190 Wien abzugeben. Bei Nichtvorlage kann der gesamte Stipendienbetrag rückgefordert werden (siehe Vereinbarung).

GRUNDINFORMATIONEN

	Francesco Gubert


1.  Name der/des Studierenden:


Geschlecht:
       FORMCHECKBOX 
   weiblich    
 FORMCHECKBOX 

männlich

	H
	416
	Nature Resource Management and Ecological Engineering



Studienrichtung: 

	0641016



Matrikelnummer:

	Lincoln University


2. Gastinstitution:
	New Zealand


 Gastland:
3. Zeitraum Ihres 

Auslandsaufenthaltes:           von     01 07  2007     bis     16 12  2007
EMPFEHLUNGEN FÜR ZUKÜNFTIGE STUDIERENDE

4. Information über das Forschungsangebot an der Gastinstitution: Wie hilfreich waren die folgenden Informationsquellen?
(Geben Sie bitte jeweils eine Ziffer zwischen 1 und 5 an, wobei 1 = nicht hilfreich und 5 = sehr hilfreich):

	Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen
	4

	Lehrende/r an der BOKU
	1

	Studienpläne
	3

	Studierende / Freunde 
	3

	Gastinstitution
	4

	Homepage der Gastinstitution
	3


5. Wie stufen Sie Ihre Kenntnisse in der Sprache der Gastinstitution ein?
	(1 = sehr gering bis 5 = ausgezeichnet)
	Vor dem Aufenthalt im Ausland
	
	Nach dem Aufenthalt im Ausland

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Leseverständnis 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Hörverständnis 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Sprechvermögen 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Schreibvermögen 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



6.    Betreuungssprachen an der Gastinstitution und deren zeitlicher Anteil in Prozent:

Betreuungssprache Deutsch: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ja

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nein

	1.)  Englisch
	100 %
	2.)       
	    %


Welche Empfehlungen können Sie zukünftigen Studierenden über das Gastland und die Gastinstitution geben? (Frage 7 -14) Bitte Empfehlungen, Informationsquellen, Ansprechpartner und Links angeben

	7. Gastland
	New Zealand is a great country! I definitely recommend to take some time after the end of the semester to visit it! The best way to really experience NZ is to buy a car or a van and to travel 'on the road' for some weeks. The country is really safe and I never had any problem with theft or anything like that. The best guide is the Lonely Planet one, you'll need a road map as well. 

Food was a little bit of an issue for me, probably because I'm a spoilt Italian spaghetti eater… you won't find any traditional Kiwi dish, it's pretty much fast food and stuff like that! Organic products are not so popular as in Europe, but you can buy them in specialty stores at comparatively high prices. Kiwi fruit is cheap!!! There are several supermarket chains down there: Packn'n save is like Hofer in Austria (very good prices), Countdown and New World are like Billa or Spar. If you want to buy any alcoholic drink in a supermarket and you look younger than 26 years you need to show your passport at the counter. No passport, no alcohol ;o)
Housing is almost as expensive as it is in Europe, maybe a little bit cheaper, but it depends where you live. You pay the rent on a weekly basis (say between 90 and 130 $ per week is the medium rent), while the power bill is paid monthly. Most of houses are single and have a garden, but they are normally poorly insulated (no double glazing, very thin walls). So if you are in Christchurch in winter make sure that you rent a flat with good insulation and with a heating pump or something like that (many houses have no proper heating system!). I had no heating pump and I felt like being in a fridge! For information about available flats, just have a look at the notice board on campus or buy the newspaper 'The Press' on Wednesdays (there is an extra section for flats and houses in that newspaper). Flat renting is extremely flexible in NZ, you can change flat very easily or rent a flat for a very short time as well. 
Some people live on campus or in Lincoln township (Lincoln University is approximately 20 km south-west of Christchurch), but I would recommend to look for an accommodation in town or around Christchurch. If you don't want to be too far away from uni, then the suburbs Hornby, Sockburn, Riccarton are ok. If you want to live on the coast and do some great surfing, Sumner and New Brighton are the right places for you! The problem is that you have to cross the whole town every time you drive/take the bus to Lincoln. If you like mountain biking and walking, I'd recommed Cashmere, Huntsbury and Beckenham. These suburbs are on the Port Hills and have great views onto Christchurch and the Alps! You find a good map of Christchurch on google maps or under the Christchurch City Council Home Page (http://www.ccc.govt.nz/maps/Wises/).

If you need cooking stuff, furniture or things like these you should go to Super Shed (Pages Road after the Maori Reserve), which is sort of second hand warehouse where you can buy almost everything for few dollars. For used clothing there is a good second-hand shop on Gloucester Street (in the segment between Manchester and Colombo Street).

If you need a car or a van, you'll find heaps of notices in the backpackers and hostels, or you can buy the newspaper 'buy, sell & exchange' (it comes out every Friday). You can also get in touch with Rhys (tel. +64(0)272298781), who might help you in finding a car (he charges 15 $ per hour). I personally had no good experience with him, but the other Narmee students were very satisfied. It's up to you! Please don't buy Mitsubishi, they really make crap cars! Toyota or Nissan are much more reliable. Car insurance is not compulsury, but I would buy at least a third party insurance. You can buy a cheap one at the backpacker car market in the Battersea Street (http://garygreen.co.nz/index.php).
As to the weather in Christchurch, summer is very hot and dry and winter is wet and cold. It's not really cold in terms of temperature (it never snows in Christchurch), it's just humid and extremely unpleasant. The weather changes very fast and there is always sort of disturbing wind in the air. No fog in Christchurch!!

If you are a passionate skier, there are heaps of ski fields in Canterbury and in the McKanzie country. Mt Hutt and the sky fields on the Craigieburn Range are the nearest ones, Treble Cone and the Remarkables are very good as well, but they are some 500 km away! Don't expect to see big sky resorts with dozens of trails, it's normally just a couple of lifts and a bar. You might have to walk for quite a while before you reach the ski field… for information about snow & skiing have a look at http://www.snow.co.nz/ 



	8. Gastinstitution
	The first two weeks of the semester are kind of 'orientation weeks', in which students can jump into any lecture room and have a look at different papers. Once you have chosen your papers (normally three papers per semester) and defined your study plan, you cannot change it any more. 
The study plan has to be viewed and signed by Ian Spellerberg or Graeme Buchen (both of them are deputy coordinators for the Narmee programme). They also have to sign your learning agreement before you leave NZ. If at any time you have any doubts or questions feel free to ask at the student secretary. 
The campus is pretty big and it's very easy to get lost. Make sure that you exactly know where your lectures take place and always carry a campus map with you.

The way of studying at Lincoln is pretty different from what you are used to at Boku. You have to read quite a lot and to write assignments like mad throughout the whole semester, it's sort of ongoing process… but if you manage to work efficiently, you'll have enough spare time for other activities! Lectures are very relaxed and organized in the form of round tables or discussions. 
The easiest way to come in touch with other students on campus is to join the LUSA - Lincoln University Student Association - or the sport clubs or the alpine club. You actually have the option to live on campus but I would recommend to look for a flat somewhere in Christchurch. Lincoln is a tiny, quite boring village in the countryside outside Christchurch and it's not worth living there if you have to go to uni just two or three times a week!
Postgraduate students get free coffee in any lounge/department kitchen ;o)



9. In welchem Maße fühlten Sie sich sozial integriert?

	(1 = überhaupt nicht bis 5 = sehr gut)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Lokale Kultur / Gesellschaft im allgemeinen
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Studierende an der Gastinstitution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	ausländische Studierende an der Gastinstitution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



10. Mit Hilfe welcher Kontaktpersonen (an der BOKU / an der Gastinstitution) haben Sie    

      Ihren Auslandsaufenthalt organisiert?
	My reference person for the burocratic stuff at Boku was Max Goritschnig. He was very helpful and clarified any doubts I had throughout the process of organising and preparing things. At Lincoln, I got support from Ian Spellerberg and Graeme Buchen, who are deputy coordinators for the Narmee Programme. Rhiannon McKanzie, from the Lincoln international office, helped me as well. 


11. Wie stufen Sie den Grad der Unterstützung (vor und während Ihres Aufenthaltes) ein?
      (Geben Sie bitte jeweils eine Ziffer zwischen 1 und 5 an, wobei 1 = niedrig und 5 = sehr hoch):

	Zentrum für Internationale Beziehungen
	5

	von Lehrkräften an der BOKU
	1

	von der Gastinstitution
	3

	von Studierenden an der Gastinstitution
	1

	von anderen:         
	 


12. Anmeldeformalitäten, finanzielle Unterstützung, andere Erfordernisse
	The burocratic effort was quite big, but I always found support at the centre for international relationships both at Boku and at Lincoln. At Boku, you basically have to apply for a study place in Lincoln. When you do so, you have to choose at least three papers per semester (note that you can change all papers until the second week of the semester). You might have to change your study plan because of timetable collisions or just because a paper does not fit your expectations. I changed my study plan several times!! 
Before leaving Austria you get an offer of place from Lincoln University, which is necessary in order to apply for a student visa. I had some issues with the NZ embassy in Rome, because they were novel to this kind of study exchange (I finally got a visa just before leaving). The NZ embassy for Austria is in Berlin, they are much more efficient up there :o) So you are lucky if you are German or Austrian! If you have any issues with your visa once you are in NZ, just contact the immigration office on Cathedral Square. I had to apply for a visitor visa there, as my student visa expired some months before I planned to leave the country. 

I got a scholarship from the ZIB, which I basically used to pay the flight.
Once you arrive at Lincoln, you have to go straight to the student secretary, they'll tell you what you have to do. You'll get a student ID and a user name to access the internet. You must (that's strictly compulsory) buy a student health insurance, which is pretty cheap and covers all of the health costs you might incur in during your stay. Before you leave NZ, prepare your learning agreement and let it sign by either Ian or Graeme. Your certificates and grades will be directly sent to Boku, so you don't have to worry about that.

When you are back make sure you compile this report, otherwise you might have to pay you scholarship back :o)



13. Können Sie Tipps und Anregungen in Bezug auf Ihr Gastland/ Ihre Gastinstitution in sozialer 
      Hinsicht (kulturelle Unterschiede, Bedeutung von Sprachkenntnissen etc.) geben?

	I didn't have much contact with Kiwi people during my stay in NZ to be honest. Note that a consistent share of students at Lincoln is from Asian countries. They tend to cluster and to build 'closed groups'. Most of the people I had contacts with were other international students from Europe or America and of course the other Narmee students.
NZ's culture is pretty European, there are some cultural differences but they are not really accentuated. In the following I'd like to underline just some aspects…

I'm Italian and in Italy you normally kiss a girl on both cheeks when you meet her. That's not the case in NZ. It was pretty embarassing when I did it the first time ;o) 
Cell-phone communication is based on texts (messages), students don't talk that long on the cell phone because it's too expensive. 
NZ's national sport is rugby, which is kind of 'religion' down there (it's like soccer in Southern Italy). When the All Blacks play, you won't find many people on the street. They all are in pubs watching their national team.
Everybody has a car! NZ society is based on cars, public transport is not comparable to what we have in Europe. If you want to be mobile, you definitely need a car.

Kiwi people are not used to long waiting times. You'll hardly be stuck in traffic jam or wait longer than a couple of minutes in a supermarket, just because there is no crowding, there is enough space for everybody!
Some Kiwis have a very strong accent and it might be difficult to understand them in the beginning. Some of them are not used to talk to foreigners and they might not understand what you say even though you repeat it twenty times. It's usually just a matter of pronunciation.

You might be confronted with a product (sort of marmelade) called 'Marmite'. Kiwi people really like it and consider it their national spread but it's not conceived for Europeans. It's just disgusting!

When you are introduced to somebody, always try to remember his/her name, it's a sign of politeness. You will realise other people memorize your name very quickly. Even in formal circumstances, people call you with your given name, never with your family name.
Kiwi people like bargaining. For example, when you buy a car feel free to make your offer and to discuss about the price. So, if the car costs 3000 $ (on notices, the price is usually followed by the acronym o.n.o. = or near offer), you should offer at least 400 - 500 $ less, so that you can get it for a lower price. When you re-sell the car, fix your target-price first (say 3000 $) and then try to sell the car for a higher price (say 3400 $). If the buyer is a good bargainer, you'll sell it for 3000 $ or near offer, if not, you'll get 3400 $.  
Prost! = Cheers! :o)
Dollar = Buck



14. Gab es während Ihres Aufenthaltes Veranstaltungen, die speziell für Austausch – 
      Studierende organisiert wurden?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ja
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nein

	Wenn ja, geben Sie bitte an, welche: 

There was a party for international students on campus at some stage, but I couldn't participate because I was not in Christcurch that day. In the end, Ian and Graeme organized a meeting for Narmee students to discuss about the programme all together. Some Narmee students regularly met on Wednesdays in the cafeteria just to chat a little bit.




UNTERBRINGUNG, SERVICES UND KOSTEN

15.
Wo haben Sie während Ihres Auslandsaufenthaltes hauptsächlich gewohnt?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Studierendenheim
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hotel / Pension / Gästehaus

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Zimmer in einer Privatwohnung
 FORMCHECKBOX 
eigene Wohnung

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Wohngemeinschaft mit anderen Studierenden

16. Wer hat Sie bei der Suche nach einem Quartier unterstützt?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Gastinstitution

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Freunde/Familie

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Wohnungsmarkt

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Andere: I looked for an accommodation by myself
17. Wie war die Qualität der Unterstützung der Gastinstitution bei der Quartiersuche?

(1 = schlecht bis 5 = ausgezeichnet)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

18. Wie würden Sie den Unterkunftsstandard einschätzen? (1 = schlecht bis 5 = ausgezeichnet)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

19. In welchem Ausmaß waren Hilfsmittel zum Studium (Bibliotheken, Computerräume, 
      Laboratorien und Ausrüstung, etc.) vorhanden bzw. zugänglich? 

(1 = gar nicht bis 5 = hervorragend)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

20. Wie war der Zugang zu bzw. die Qualität von Computern und E-Mail an der Gastinstitution? 


(1 = schlecht bis 5 = hervorragend)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

Ausgaben im Rahmen des Auslandsaufenthaltes (in Euro):


Reisekosten (für einmalige An- u. Abreise):

1800 €

Gesamtausgaben pro Monat (inkl. Quartier):
  650 €

davon:

	Unterbringung
	 300
	€ / Monat

	Verpflegung
	 250
	€ / Monat

	Fahrtkosten am Studienort
	 30
	€ / Monat

	Kosten für Bücher, Kopien, etc.
	 20
	€ / Monat

	Studiengebühren
	 0
	€ / Monat

	Sonstiges:
	car
	 50
	€ / Monat


GESAMTBEURTEILUNG

21. Bewerten Sie die Ergebnisse Ihres Auslandsaufenthaltes in akademischer Hinsicht 
     (1 = schlecht bis 5 = ausgezeichnet):


 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

22. Bewerten Sie die Ergebnisse Ihres Auslandsaufenthaltes in persönlicher Hinsicht 
      (1 = schlecht bis 5 = ausgezeichnet):


 FORMCHECKBOX 
1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
5

23. Welche Aspekte Ihres Auslandsaufenthaltes haben Ihnen besonders gefallen?
	In akademischer Hinsicht:
Lectures were never frontal, but were organized in the form of round tables or discussions. I really liked the fact that many professors just handed the stick over to students and let us discuss and interact. This kind of discussion was sort of multiple exercise, where you improve your knowledge about a topic, your language skills, your social competences, as well as your ability to listen and criticize other people's viewpoint.

Learning at Lincoln was very case-study oriented and somehow extremely dynamic. We had many people coming from outside the university and talking about their own fields of activity or study, we had field trips all over Canterbury, we conducted in depth field studies in some communities around Lincoln, we wrote articles and assignments about an extremely wide range of topics and issues. Lincoln University is not about learning stuff by heart, it's much more about learning how to work in and adapt to a diverse and lively environment.   



	In soziokultureller Hinsicht:
My stay in NZ was a great opportunity to discover the Kiwi culture and to better understand my own culture. Life in NZ is much easier than in Europe. There are less rules, less prescriptions, less burocracy. When you buy/sell a car, open a bank account, buy a car insurance, rent a flat, you just realize how absurd some rules we have in Europe are. It's probably because NZ has almost no history, it's a young country! It was also very interesting to see the difference between NZ and Europe in terms of way of living and environmental awareness. In NZ, resources are abundant: People can afford one story houses, big gardens, wide roads, inefficient cars, bad insulation, electric heating systems, just because land is no issue, energy is cheap, pollution is not that heavy.

I learn quite a lot about Maori history and Maori culture as well. In several occasions I came in touch with Maori people, who told me their stories and legends and even taught me some Maori words. It was very interesting to see the differences and contrasts between the Maori people and the Kiwi people in the every-day life (it sometimes reminded me of the problems we have in South Tyrol between Italians and South Tyroleans).
Finally, my stay in NZ was a good occasion to meet new people from all around the world and to deepen my friendship with the other Narmee students. We really helped each other during our time down there!!  



24. Hatten Sie Probleme während Ihres Auslandsaufenthaltes? 

	I had no relevant problems during my stay in NZ. I actually happened to need medical assistance once, but the student health insurance paied for it.


25. Wird sich Ihr Studienfortgang an der BOKU als Folge Ihres Auslands-Aufenthaltes verzögern: 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Weiß ich nicht

      wenn ja warum: 

	     


26. Wie kann der Narmee – Studierenden-Austausch Ihrer Ansicht nach verbessert 
      werden?

	Well, the biggest issue I was confronted with before and during the exchange programme was poor information and uncertainty about the programme itself. I do understand that the bilateral agreement between Boku University and Lincoln University was being changed at that time, but I think there are some structural problems as well. I have the feeling that the Narmee programme lacks (in particular at Boku) a clear organisational structure where rules, roles, and responsibilities are univoquely defined. Maybe I'm wrong, maybe there is such a structure, but I personally didn't perceive it. Max Goritsching helped for the burocratic things and I am very grateful to him for that, but I personally couldn't identify any responsible professor or coordinator for the academic aspects at Boku. Lincoln has not only a responsible person for the burocractic matters, but also two deputy coordinators in the academic staff, i.e. two professors who where always prepared to help and support me. They couldn't tell me who was the deputy coordinator for the Narmee programme at Boku either. This is just a critique which arises from a personal experience. I hope things will change. 

Additionally, man could organize an info-session or just an informal meeting some months before the Narmee students leave to NZ, inviting 'old' Narmee students (those who are back from NZ) to share information and experiences with the 'new' ones. This would also contribute to give sort of 'corporate identity' to the Narmee programme. I would suggest to organise some meetings in NZ as well, in particular in the beginning of each semester, when the Narmee students from Austria have just arrived and are a little bit disorientated.      



	Allgemeiner Bericht

Kurzdarstellung Ihres Aufenthaltes: Besuchte Vorlesungen, Seminare, Exkursionen, etc. 

 Anderes Interessantes, Wissenswertes, Schwierigkeiten, Positiva, Empfehlenswertes…



	I could complete three papers during my studies at Lincoln University. In the following, I'll briefly describe them one by one.

- ERST 636: Aspects of Sustainability, an International Perspective (held by Ian Spellerberg and Graeme Buchan). This course addressed issues of sustainability and sustainable development in a quite holistic way, focussing in particular on the different ways how sustainability can be achieved in today's society. The lecturers invited an array of speakers, who talked about their own fields of activity or study and brought their ideas and experiences about sustainability and its implementation. We touched a wide range of topics, from sustainability in agriculture to sustainable urban development, social and corporate responsibility, life cycle assessment, waste management, climate change, international agreements etc. We also organised a field trip to Lincoln township, where we visited different private businesses and public institutions and assessed their commitment to sustainability. Participants were expected to actively participate to discussion in class, to prepare a reading portfolio, and to write an assignment about an international organisation or agreement and its contribution to sustainability. I wrote my assignement about Fair Trade labels.

- SOCI 608: Advanced International Rural Development (held by Miranda Cahn). This course 
addressed issues of rural development like poverty, empowerment, gender equity, participation, micro credit, etc. The course was particularly interesting for the way it was structured. Every week we were given a topic and some readings about it, and one of the students had to moderate the discussion in class for a couple of hours. Participants were from all over the world (Europe, NZ, Thailand, Tonga, South Africa, Russia) and this made discussions extremely enriching. At the end of the semester, we conducted a field study about the impacts of a new cycle way on a nearby community in Canterbury. This was quite a good exercise because we had to organise interviews with all stakeholders involved and to summarize our findings in a research report. Great experience! Additionally, we were expected to write an assignment about rural development and climate change. I wrote my assignment about the impacts of climate change and snow deficiency on winter tourism and rural communities in the Austrian Alps.
- RECN 639: Policy and Planning for Protected Natural Areas (held by Chrys Horn and Euan Kennedy). This course addressed issues of nature conservation in protected natural areas with a strong focus on NZ, its nature conservation policy and planning system, its legislation and management practices. The course was quite demanding in terms of time and work effort, with many readings to prepare each week and two major assignments to write. Every week we were given a topic and one of the students had to prepare an assignment and a presentation about that topic and to stimulate and moderate some discussion. My first assignment was about the Protected Landscape concept, the second one was about the conflicts between intrinsic and extrinsic value theories in nature conservation. Some of the students (including me) joined a field trip organised for RECN 327 (bachelor paper) to Caste Hill and Arthur's Pass National Park. During the trip, we visited some nature conservation areas and discussed on the respective management plans, visitor facilities and standards.

After the end of the semester, I travelled around the country with my van for 2 months, visiting the South Island first, and then the North Island. By the way, NZ is a climbing and bouldering mecca. If you are interested in climbing, I strongly recommend to buy the book 'South Island Rock'. Don't miss Wharepapa Bay on lake Taupo, it's a great climbing spot next to a Maori reserve. If you like back-country skiing, there is a guide by the NZ Alpine Club 'Back-country skiing in New Zealand'. Don't miss Mt. Egmond and Mt. Rapehu on the North Island, two great vulcanos to ski on in spring!!     



Die zwei letzten Fragen

	Was war der größte Gewinn für Sie bei Ihrem Auslandsaufenthalt?



	'To know others is to be wise, to know yourself is to be enlighted' Lao Tzu - Tao Te Ching
My stay in NZ helped me to understand more about myself. This was the biggest gain for me.



	Welchen besonderen Rat können Sie interessierten Studierenden geben?


	Take it easy!!!


Herzlichen Dank für Ihre Unterstützung!
Ich erkläre mich damit einverstanden, dass mein verfasster Aufenthaltsbericht an Studierende weitergegeben wird, die an einem Auslandsaufenthalt interessiert sind:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ja
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nein

PAGE  
9

