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Drawing on practical and empirical work, Dr. Nikolakis will explore mechanisms to better
involve local communities in natural resources development. As demonstrated in the recent
North Dakota Access Pipeline conflict, treating Indigenous Peoples as passive actors in land use
decisions leads to conflict, litigation and project delays. New approaches are required,
including Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC), which has been shown to foster better
communication and relationship building between firms and Indigenous Peoples.

Dr. Nikolakis has a PhD in Business and Management (University of
South Australia) and a Bachelor of Laws (University Australia). He works
as practicing lawyer at British Columbia and Research Fellow (University

of British Columbia, Vancouver).
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